ПНЕ МММ СЕ ШЕШЕМ М ЛАМ 


АТ LAST’ 


THIS TIME WE 
REALLY HAVE 
HIM... THERE 


FOR IRON MAN, 
THIS IS TRULY 
THE 7 if 
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SO LONG AS 
I BREATHE, 
I WON'T 


ACCEPT 
4472: Te I'LL 


FOOLS THEN, 
WE FOUGHT. 
ALONE...! 


"АМ ALLY 
وم‎ 
INVINCIBLE 
AS YOU 
AUDACIOUSLY 
CLAIM TO 


CAN YOU BEAT 
GRIM 


САМ НЕ SUCCEEDO,,.P TWO 
YEARS AGO, WHO WOULD 
HAVE BELIEVED A HEART 
TRANSPLANT POSSIBLE?! 


YET, NO ONE ACKNOWLEDGES) 

THE RISK, THE UNCERTAINTY, 
MORE READILY THAN 

РЕ. SANTINI HIMSELF. 


MEANTIME, THOSE OF US 
HERE, THE MILLIONS MORE 
АТ HOME, CAN ONLY 77 


„ТНЕ MYA CIPAL 
HOSPITAL! 


HERE STARK WAS 


4f E OF 
HIS OWN CREATIONS... 


ALIFE MODEL 
DECOY IN IRON MAN'S 
IMAGE.’ 


AND AMONG THOSE 
ANXIOUSLY ASSEMBLED 
IN FRONT OF THE 
SPRAWLING HOSPITAL 
ARE JANICE CORD AND 
ALEX NIVEN.. 


HIS HEART... 
WHY DIDN'T I 


BUT, BEHIND THESE DOORS, 
A MIRACLE MAY BE 
TAKING PLACE....” 


FOR,AFTER АМ 
UNEXPLAINED DELAY, 
HEART SPECIALIST 


٥ RFORMED.,. 
INVOLVING REBUILDING 
STARK'S HEART WITH 
SYNTHETN 
DEVELOPED 


ALSO PRESENT... A COUPLE 
WHO HAVE RUSHED FROM 
THE SUBURBS OF NEW 
JERSEY... A COUPLE 
NAMED ۰۶ 


IF ONLY HE THERE'S 

HAO SEEN US [STILL ONE 
THING, 
PEPPER. 


COMING, 
о{47:...” 


IT'S CAPTAIN AMERICA! we HEARD НЕ )| / | ГУЕ BEEN ASKED 
AND THE OTHER AVENGERS WERE INSIDE--/ то 2024,0“ 


CAN'T TELL MUCH FROM DR. SANTINI АМО 
HIS EXPRESSION... THE MY FELLOW 

MASK MAKES ІТ AVENGERS... 

DIF FICULT.../ 


СЕТ.” HE 
ii GOING то 


РАМО THAT TONY Ñ 
to Was A success... STARK WILL LIVE! 2 


HAPPY! DO 
YOU KNOW WHAT | 


THAT'S HOW г 
FIGURE IT 700... 


WS HEART Во, 
HEART , USED TO WEAR? 


Вит THE MESSAGE 15 МОТ ELABORATED UPON, ONLY ACCEPTED AS 15 AND HURTLED 
QUICKLY AROUND THE GLOBE VIA TELEVISION SATELLITE... REACHING EVEN A REMOTE 
CORNER OF THE AEGEAN SEA AND A CERTAIN /SLAND THAT LIES THERE... 


„то TELL YOU THAT . AND 7 YES, MIDAS... | / МЕ. STARK'S MIRACULOUS 
THE OPERATION WAS TONY STARK RECALL 70 LIFE PUTS 

A SUCCESS... WILL ٧٠٣٠ US IN RATHER AN 
AWKWARD POSITION! 


E MUST EXTRACT OURSELVES, 
МУ DEAR... WHATEVER THE COST ТО 
— 


22 


WHATEVER THE соаг НЕ 
MUSN‘T уг? Auer’ н 


мет KHEN МЕ 
WERE 5 
CLOSE’ 


THERE MUST BE 
SOMETHING Ще, 
CAN STILL DO 


ITS IMPOSSIBLE! \ w LIVE: gasy, STARK! ò YOURE 
HES GOING то للا‎ GOING To-- COMING OUT OF VERY 
LIVE.” GOING то, W-WHATAY, HEAVY SEDATION! 


EVEN DEATH 
ы АР, سنا‎ = ==. 


МУ MEART ын 1 
SHOULD BE... 
2-022-77 


Е, 
Ri A ENDO 
IT MIGHT 
BEEN Р 


I STILL ЕНУ 
BELIEVE (22292717) 
s Z 


4 
1 чу. 
سه‎ pow 
KNOW I'VE [ 
NEARY THATS 


ONS AND WELL... 29 


I WAS ABLE TO REPLACE вит RIGHT NOW, THINGS JUST AVOID UNUSUAL 
О р? тн STRESS... IF ANYTHING COULD 
BRING ON А REJECTION 
OF THE SYNTHETICS, 
THAT'S 17,4 


OR YOUR BODY COULD 
REJECT IT TOMORROW! 


SO MAYBE I 
НАУЕМТ DONE 
You ANY 


HEY, ТОМУУ ACCORDING TO THE AVENGERS, NO ONE‘S SEEN ЭМ THE 
JUST BEFORE YOUR NEAR FATAL ATTACK, Д WHOLE TIME YOU WERE 
YOU TOLD ‘EM TIRON MAN ۷۴ N HOSPITALIZED... 


AND THE 
UNINTENTIONAL 
IRONY OF 
DR, JOSE SANTINI'S 
WORDS BECOMES 
A MOCKING 
ECHO IN TONY 
STARK’S М/МО,, 
AN ECHO STILL 
TERLY 


< - бэ? ша. 
2) а ДЕО | меко? WHEN'S 
/ SHELLHEAP J 
: COMIN” 
— е Y 


I WISH I KNEW 
THE nda دوب‎ 


УЗ... 
REALLY WISH 
I 77 


LATER, ALONE IN HIS PRIVATE LABORATORY, THE 

í і „ТНЕ REST OF IRON 
QUESTION STILL HAUNTS TONY STARK... THE REST OF, ҚОН. 
МУ CHESTPLATE.,./ THE ENTIRE TIME I WAS IN YNIT NEATLY COMPRESSED 


THE HOSPITAL, I FELT SOMEHOW INCOMPLETE. FOR EASY STORAGE... 
WITHOUT 17,7% 


* TONY REMOVED HIS 2 

CHEST-PLATE TO DON re со эж 

HIS OLD IRON MAN MY ATTACHE | 

ARMOR, WITH 7 CASE 

PLATE, LAST ISH/ ane 
--ВТАМ. 


EVERY PART OF THE FEELING IT SLIP OVER MY «АМО PRESSING A HIDDEN 
OPERATION 15 LIKE А HEAD AS THOUGH IT STUD ACTIVATES AN 
TIME-HONORED WERE RUBBER... ELECTRONIC FIELD, 
RITUAL TO МЕ... CAUSING POLARIZATION OF 
UNTIL IT IS THE METAL’S MOLECULES... 
MY MASK SHOT OUT LOCKED IN 5 
САС PLACES 


Е 


«INTO THE 
IRON-HARO 
HELMET IT'S 
SUPPOSED 


Аб А SAFETY FACTOR |М 
CASE THE DE-POLARIZATION 


THE FACE OF THE HELMET 
САМ ВЕ SW/VELED OPEN... 


WITH A HEART MY 
BODY МАУ REJECT 
UNDER EXTREME 
STRESS, DO г 
REALLY HAVE A 
CHOICE n 


OR, THE ENTIRE THING САМ | | IT'D BE SIMPLE ENOUGH ТО 
KEN APART WHILE EWORK MY CHESTFLATE 
BUILT-IN CONDENSERS АМЕ 
MAINTAIN THE ELECTRONIC 


2; 
Ж И ИР. 
УФ 

Ж” 
ЖУ? 
2 


THAT MEANS 
THEY'VE GOTTEN 
FAST MY GUARDS 
АМО REGULAR 
WARNING 
SYSTEMS! 


i 
< 

14 

4 


‹ : 
a 
<< 


ААА 
АА 


UNTIL Т REACH SOME ФЕС/5/О/М, I CAN'T 
IRON MA T 


RISK APPEARING А5 220 
LEAST NOT UNTIL І SEE 
TROUBLE 15; 


WHAT THE 


BUT OLD HABITS 
DIE HARD! STILL LEET 
MY CHEST DEVICE اس‎ 
UNDER MY 5НІЕТ.,, 


MOMENTS LATER A MAGNETICALLY- 
жоЛУ ie ayar سات و مو و ته‎ АУ д 
Марса 6 DESTINATION IN THE AEGEAN SEA.. 


AFTER ALL THAT'S HAPPENED, І 
NEARLY FORGOTTEN 2794 НИ! 
НЕ MIST STILL THINK I’M THE / 
IMPOSTOR HE HIRED TO REPLACE 
TONY STARK/ 
< 


қ s 


MING THE 
Й WORLD'S RICHEST 
MAN BY ANY 
MEANS, YOU'D HAVE 
SEEN ІТ BEFORE 
NOW.’ 


FOR A TIME, SIR, I 
FEARED ТОМУ STÄRK 
27 НАР 


LIVED АМО Yo, 
u и 


са : 
OF MADAME MASQUE 
ҮҮ УАУ роивт.., 


|! о LIVE UP TO COULD AN EXPERT LIKE 


JOSE SANTINI, FAMILIAR 
WITH MY MEDICAL шини 


AIN.. 
| Реми OVER 401 PA 

OPERATE ОМ А STRANG 

ШІ STARK'S HOLDINGS TO еч 


“ВИТ FOOLISHLY MACE IF YOU VALUE YOUR 
“WELL-BEING...WHETHER Г BELIEVE YOU OR NOT. 


ASSUME YOU SPEAK THE TRUTH, SIR! IM ТОО 
DEEPLY /IVVOLVED TO ALLOW YOU TO LEAVE THIS 
ISLAND ٠۶ 


га ТНЕ а CLANGOR 
OF HYDRAULICALLY- ear 


MANACLES. TRIGG 
REMOTE 552122: UNDERSCORE 


MIDAS’ WOR 


АЙЧ oF COURSE, THAT PROFITS 
= E NOTHING! fe 


1! 


! 


1 шилж 
1 


“Ыр PERHAPS INSPIRE 
МЕ ТО А MORE LENIENT 
EANS OF INSURING 
Your SILENCE, ЗК.7 


К. ЗТАКК-- 
у CHARM 
ON... 


ARE You "ва 


WHY 
SO CERTAIN I 77 
MADAME MASQUE > 


VERY WELL, МЕ. STARK! 
LET ME PROVE IT! 


, МЕ, STARK! AND You 


:| 522 WHAT ESCAPING 


you DON'T HAVE TO 

PLAY AT CHARMING 
МЕ ANYMORE...IT WORKED! 
HER HIDING 


си ТМ 
GOING ТО SET YOU FREE 
ANYWAY.” 


BECAUSE 
ОР TH/S... 
AND THE 
CHEMICALLY- 
RUINED 
CARICATURE 
OF A FACE 
ІТ HIDES! 


I THINK 


MAYBE ТАМ JUST А BUT I KNOWA 
PASTEBOARD PLAYBOY... REAL WOMAN 
MAYBE І COME ОМ WITHA WHEN І HOLD 
MANUFACTURED LINE... ONE... 


AND I KNOW 
THERE'S A KINO 
OF BEAUTY THAT 
CAN'T ВЕ 
DESTROYED... 


BUT MY THOUGHTS 
ARE UNIMPORTANT.. 


DOING THAT? 
WHITNEY, AT THE | 
FACTORY, I WAS 

RRYING AN 


ATTACHE CASE... | 
WHAT HAPPENED 
TO ТР” 0 


«BECAUSE 
1175 ON THE 


77272254 


ІМ МОТ 
CERTAIN 
THAT FITS 

ME, TONY 
STARK... BUT 
ТР LIKE ТО 

TH 


N 


А 
DAS ТО HAVE 
ы ІМІТ 


YOUR EYES ARE 


AS SHARP AS 
YOUR REFLEXES, 
SWEETHEART! А 


TONY! ON 
THE TABLE, 
15 THAT--? 


О 
1 ITS BUILT-IN 
8008Y- TRAPS! 


ДИДИЕ 1052065 CONCERN гок уон 
СК HAS М. 
SUSPICIOUS FOR SOME TIME ОР НЕК 


WHITNEY, WATCH /7:7 W 
THOSE ARE LASER 
BEAMS 


AROUND THE 
TWO OF YOU 
EACH MOMENT. 


WHATEVER MY IN FACT ITS GOING) ТОМУУ THATS ARMOR 
„ГМ CERTAIN YOU! | DOUBTS ABOUT то DO JUST THE LIKE (RON MANES 
WON'T HESITATE BECOMING IRON 2 OPPOSITE’ 
LONG 24 COMPLYING, 2 (985: 


YOU CAN'T MEAN ТО 
USE IT YOURSELF., МОТ 

7 . AFTER YOUR OPERATION! 

WHITNEY BE ال‎ y 


HARMED. 


YOU'LL LEARN 
WHAT'S INSIDE, 
MIDAS... BUT I 


FORGIVE ME, SIR, IF I DO LESS THAN QUAKE 
WITH FEAR” MADAME MASQUE 15 QUITE RIGHTS, 


YOU SHOULD NEVER HAVE SENT YOUR | 
BODYGUARD AWAY ON THAT /И/55/0М 
MR. STARK... FOR YOU TO ATTEMPT 

Яв HEROICS 15 LUDICROUS / 


OR WOULD YOU НАУЕ ME BELIEVE, 
SIR, THAT A MAN WITH YO 
DELICATE HEART /S IRON MAN?/ 


двери IN if ALWAYS IN THE вит I нөт THINK 7 
WAY MIDAS | FAST, WHATEVER OF THAT...ONLY OF 
9 THE RISKS, MY DEFEATING | 5 MIDAS 
CHESTPLATE...MY AND G 
WHITNEY то” 


SAFETY.” 
2-2 


рид 
ЕУЕМ,, 
(2 FEAR? 


WHITNEY.” RUM“ GET 
сй OF H HERE 


PERHAPS, SIR, THAT 
STEEL SHROUD ٧ 


SIT ДЕЙ? your | 
‘common ДЕЙ? 


YOU ARE NOT THE ОМУ ONE WITH «YOU ARE SCARCELY 
POTENT POWER BEAMS AT HIS DISPOSAL, IN THE GOLOEW 
MR. STARK! AVENGERS CLASS. 

MY FLOATING THRONE 15 


THE TRUE IRON MAN 


TO THE 7۶ 4 


AND THOUGH YOU 1 Ñ REJECT THE 
۱۸ ٧ SYNTHETICS IN 
Kw м 

“ 
| ا1ږ.-ږ 7 


| [то Becominc owe | | мо marter ИМАТ W 
OF THE WORLDS A ARE 
RICHEST MEN... \ 


YOU THOUGHT 
ME MAO, DIDN'T 
YOU, TONY STARK?! 


‚ІМ A GROTTO FAR 
CHAMBER WHERE 
SONANT VOICE 
LY ASSA/LS ТОМУ 
STARK... 


WHAT'S THE PLAY? 

I'VE BEEN НЕАКІМ” 

NOTHIN’ BUT ALARMS] 
DOWN HERE/ 


I HOPE SHE DOES/ 

THAT DAME ALWAYS 

THOUGHT SHE WAS 
HOT STUFF.. 


I WON'T MIND 


AND YOU MOCKED МУ 

ALL- CONSU MING 

DRIVE TO CORNER 
THE WORL 


S 
STARVING 
URCHIN... / 


MADAME MASQUE HAS 
TURNED AGA/VST MIDAS! 
THAT STARK GUY HELPED 


: 
m 

HER ТО ESCAPE. | 
Ë || 

м 251 


Ха 
2 
“A 
4 
SS =a 


THIS HYDROFOIL'S 
THE FASTEST BOAT 
ISLAND... 
SHE MIGHT TRY 
TO GRAS |Т. 


Вит А5 MADAME MASQUE LAUNCHES HER ATTACK, MIDAS MOVES FORWARD TO FINISH HIS... 


MIDAS 15 GLOATING, | | WHEN ALL I WAS TRYING (Амр WITH THE SOUND 
TAKING HIS TIME... M DUPLICATOR ACTIVATED 
THINKING IT'S MY M AS WELL -- 
HEART I WAS MY BATTERY-OPERATED я 
CLUTCHING.., IMAGE REPRODUCER!* / DRUT ЖӘНЕ 


| ЗИККОПМРЕО“, 


/ 


ERIN A ( ат 7 / 


(ШЇ ”Э 2 
i" A : 72777727201 


А CLEVER PLOY, | YOU SEE, SIR?’ I HAVE 
MR. STARK... BUT | Аса RETAINED, 
MY CHAIR CAN ПІ,, THE ADVANTAGE. 
COUNTER IT / | 


7 


BY CUTTING OFF THE FORCED AIR МУ 
PROV! / MOBILE THRONE RIDES ОМ, I TRAP 
TO THE GENUINE IRON МАМ: 5 YOU BENEATH ITS FANTASTIC BULK 


И ZA AND Ву FULLY 
4 TS BASE.. 


y I CAN FEEL THE SCORCHING, 
я 4 BURNING, ALREADY..." 
= MADAME MASQUE! MOST 
۲ GOT TO THROW OFF FOOLISH OF YOU TO RETURN, 
// CHAIR, BUT... MY 77 
са 

Ё А; Y EN 
226 


THE STRAIN... WHAT WILL 
ТНЕ ЗТКА!М ро то МУ 
HEART: 21 


E YOU CAN 
THE 67 


72 
i 
а. 


Т AS IMPORTANT AS PUTTING АМ OBSSESSION- 
NTED MADMAN LIKE YOU OUT OF COMM/SS/ON.“ 
WITHOUT YOUR Маг 77:13 GO-CART YOU'RE JUST 


OWT 


MY CHAIR! STARK MOST OF ITS ARMAMENT 
DEMOLISHED 5 IS EXPLOSIVE.“ ONE 
POWER PACK... ЖР SPARK AND-- 


ү СА пт 
P I'VE GOT то GET || 
Шұ О2/” OF HERE.’ 
“эж 


BUT THE BASE IS STILL Y 
SMOULDERING FROM MY 
ELECTRIFYING IT..../ 


BEEN 50 LONG SINCE I'VE| | THE TABLE... IT'S GOL BUT I MUST GET 0/٤٣ ALL 
MOVED WITHOUT THE CHAIR..| | LIKE MOST OF MY IT WILL ZAKE FOR THE 
FORGOTTEN HOW HEAVY FIXTURES.” CHAIR TO EXPLODE 15... 
IVE BECOME...’ ایر‎ DOE C WE 
CAN'T PUSH Ї| TOO SOFT ТО SUPPORT >. ЖЕ | 
MYSELF ПР,, | МУ ٢۸ % 5 / 


NEED 
SUPPORT... 
7۷ 


AND AS MIDAS’ AEGEAN 
HIDEAWAY 15 SHAKEN 
BY THUNDERING 

OXY SM. 


PAR ... А 
TURBINE POWERED 
HYDROFOIL, GUIDED 


YOU TAXED YOUR HEART | | SURELY YOU HAVE TROUBLES 
AS IT WEVER SHOULD ENOUGH WITHOUT TRYING 
HAVE BEEN, TONY STARK...| |ТО FILL IN FOR IRON МАМ,. 


BUT ІТ SEEMS YOU'LL 
SURVIVE... „ОЕ. BEING STUCK WITH А 
WANTED WOMAN, 


WHITNEY.’ I MUST HAVE I CAN SEE SHORE 
PASSED OUT AND-- FROM HERE... IF 
WHITNEY PI ONLY SHE MADE IT! 


THE ONE I 7 
HELP YOU WITH... 
BUT AS FOR THE 

OTHER... 


„PARTICULARLY 
THE PART 
INVOLVING 

IRON MAN! 


SOCK пт TO 


2118 АШ 


o Ye MARVEL COMICS GROUP, 625 MADISON AVE. МУС. /0022 o 


Dear Bullpen, 

After many hours of time consuming thought, | have 
come across the answer to a question that many of your 
teaders have been plaguing you with every other month. 
What is it? Namely, why don’t your characters seem to get 
any older while the real world (you, me and the other de- 
voted Marvelites) just keep getting older. | feel also that the 
answer was so hard to come by — and it will save you from 
so much embarrassment — that | ought to receive my no- 
prize in its stainless steel container, complete with five- 
minute warranty, within one week of my sending you this 
letter. Well, down to business. . . . 

Frankly, beating around the bush, | would like to inform 
you that the reason that nobody seems to age very fast in 
your comics is that when a person buys one of your mags, 
he doesn’t realize that although your publications are 
monthly, they only cover a few days in that particular 
superhero’s life — and sometimes even only а few hours — 
зо after 12 of your mags have been published, the superhero 
has aged only a week or sol Then everybody sends in а 
fetter asking why the character doesn’t have gray hoir 
{when the only way he could possibly get it naturally is 
by dyeing it). So, till your characters age themselves pre- 
maturely by trying to decipher my message . MAKE 
MINE MARVEL! Steve Grover, 2482 W. Jefferson Rd. 

Alma, Mich. 48801 


Мо gray hairs have sprouted оп Tony Stark's pate 
et, Stevie, зо ems we'll be safe with your support 
оға while at least. (And if апу do appear, we'll speak 

to his hairdresser; or better yet, to our color artist!) 
Actually, the same solution of Marvel time as opposed 
to real life time, which you set forth so well, was 
back in the letters page of SPIDER- 


agreed upon wa 
MAN #46. But that’s been so many issues ago (and 


in another mag yet), you're probably still doing а 
service in bringing it up for all those who either joined 
us later or missed И first time around. 


Dear Stan, Archie,and George, 

IRON МАМ #16 served as further evidence of the 
Second Marvel Age of Comics. Once again, you have 
cleverly employed the incredible irony which made Marvel 
the innovator. The Red Ghost was defeated by his own allies 
— he was conquered by the intelligence of the very creatures 
he chose for their stupidity — he was beaten because those 
sovoge creatures could not bear the savagery of “civilized” 
тап. 

| һауе а question: How could Jasper recall what he looked 
like during his little adventure as depicted on pages 1 — 3? 
Any such re-enactment os this would be in terms of what 
Jasper himself sow, felt, heard, and thought. 1 realize that 
it’s easier to get the story across when done in a sort of 
visual third person, but Из certainly more believable 
otherwise. 

Ет glad to see that there was no corny “friend and 
buddy” alliance between Iron Man and the Unicorn, but on 
alliance born of necessity. Again, Marvel had added thot 
slight touch of realism which makes it “the Thinking Man’s 
Comic Group!” Quite ‘nuff said. 

Mike Burton, 1149 Greenwood Street 
Bellefontaine, Ohio 43311 


No doubt, Michael, but being the boisterous Bullpen 
мге аге, we inevitably have our tuppence worth to add. 
Maybe we were stretching a point for the sake of 
storytelling by having Jasper Sitwell on view in the 
Psionic Amplifier's recreation of what had happened 
to him; but, on the other hand, since this was a visual- 
ization of his own thoughts, why couldn't he be think- 


ing how he might have leoked at the time this was all 
taking place, sort of the same way people often see 
themselves as participating characters in their own 
dreams? (Or are we the only ones mixed up enough 
19 have whoppers like that?) 


Dear Stan, Archie,and George, 

Another letter to be read! Sorry. 

This is concerning all those people who are outraged at 
the idea that Tony Stark might someday have his heart con- 
dition healed. While my problem is not the same as his (how 
many run of the mill people are there walking around with a 
hunk of shrapne! near the Беап?), | can and do sympathize 
with Mr. Stark. | can almost feel it when his heart does a 
flip, because of the art or my imagination, or a combination 
of both, 

As self-appointed spokesman for all those people who 
suffer from heart ailments, from slight murmurs to massive 
disorders, 1 say if there's a possible way for Tony Stark to 
be healed, then let him be healed! There is nothing glamor- 
ous or fun about a bad heart no matter how slight a defect. 
There are more than enough problems to be faced in this 
game of living without that one. 

Now, Ет not for а miraculous cure they just don't hap- 
pen where the heart is concerned. But, if there is a way for 
him to undergo heart surgery (which looks kind of shaky 
when һе can’t live without that micro-circuitized life support- 
system), then, fine. After all, that’s why we give to the Heart 
Fund — “so more may live”. And, the advancements they 
make in that area oren’t for just a few they are for anyone 
who can make use of them. Nuff said? 

A femme fan, 
(Name and address withheld by request) 

When it comes to your last sentiments, sweetheart, 
we don’t think there can ever be enough said. 
for the day when mankind can heal ail its ills, physical 
and spiritual. As for Tony Stark's condition, you can see 
from this issue (as well as AVENGERS #68, currently on 
sale) that we have decided to change it. And if the 
means for doing so is miraculous (though it seems 
advances in modern medicine keep making us redefine 
that term), it will not, just as it wouldn't in real life, 
solve everything for our playboy industrialist. We think 
all you readers, whether for or against the idea of a 
change, are-going to be fascinated by the far-reaching 
effect this will have in future issues on Tony and his 
career as iron Man. 


Dear Stan, Archie and George, 

Question: Why doesn't Iron Man feel the impact when 
а bullet strikes his armor? Answer: VIBRANIUM. Though 
most of the vibranium in the world is within the Black 
Panther’s mound (Ғ.Ғ. #53), there was still enough left in 
other parts of the world for Tony Stark to incorporate into 
his second set of armor, in the form of а special steel alloy. 
Since sound and impact are both vibrations in matter, the 
vibranium would be effective in protecting our hero. And, 
as far as Janice Cord feeling the chestplate while dancing, 
Tony's armor is thin, quite thin, and under sub-photonic mag- 
nification (a handy process developed by Reed Richards in 
an idle moment) it shows a wovenstructure, similar to cotton. 

Pd go into further detail, but only by running the risk of 
а lawsuit by Stark Industries, So, | shall return to my vigil 
ot the comics stand, to await next month’s issues. Peace. 

Ralph Moss, 1840 Fleming Road 
Louisville, Ky. 

And good grokin’ to you, Mr. Moss. Like so many of 
the swinging solutions you Marvel madmen keep send- 
ing to us explaining the finer points of our hero's 
equipment that we keep fudging over, this one sounds 
great. (We sometimes feel you fans should be writing 
the material and the Bullpen buying and reading it, 
instead of the other way around). About the only 
drawback we can see is that we might be forced to 
change the book's title to VIBRANIUM MAN; and after 
finally designing us a logo һе just loves, Jolly Solly 
Brodsky couldn't bear to change it! 


